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This year our annual retreat was led by Fr. Gerben Zweers OSA. He
took the Psalms as his theme that lead us to ap-
preciate more with zeal and understand deeply
the celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours, for by
offering these praises to God we are standing
before God’s throne in the name of the Church
our Mother.

Witnissing to THE LIGHT
From everywhere, for everyone.

150 years foundation of the Society of the Divine Word Steyl (SVD), on
Pentecost Monday was the special occasion of thanksgiving and praise
and for a happy get-together of the Steyl religious family; the Missionary
Sisters Servants of the Holy Spirit (SSpS,) and we, Servants of the Holy
Spirit of Perpetual Adoration (SSpSAp.)

Till we meet again on New Year 2025 was the repeated chorus within
our small community when on August 4 Sr. Trinitas Me. who after 28
years of mission in Europe took her flight to her home country, the
Philippines to participate the International Formators Course for six
months. On September 20, we gratefully bade goodbye too to Sr. Mary
Pauline who took her flight to her new mission on Mount Grace-St.
Louis, Missouri, U. S. A.

Our ‘senior’ sisters; Sr. Ma. Confidens and Sr. Ma. Fiat were locked in the
elevator shortly after each other. Since the technician from KONE was
uncertain to come quickly to our need we opted to call up the firemen
then: “lo and behold” the first sister sitting already on the floor was res-
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cued by gigantic men. Hopefully our elevator will be fully repaired
before the end of this year.
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Our heartfelt gratitude goes to the KNR, Konferentie van Nederlandse
Religieuzen, which provided us with exceptional assistance last Sept-
ember, enabling the successful installation of our new heating system.
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How Pope Francis views Advent's call to hope.

Advent is a continuous call to hope. It seems, then, that a key aim of this
pre-Christmas season is to focus attention on hope's immense impor-
tance for everyone. But why? Is hope a problem? Sure, it can be. Sus-
taining hope can mean surviving big disappointments and surmounting
temptations to give up when our finest plans encounter confounding
obstacles. Sometimes hope's challenge is to start over, to pursue again
(|n new ways?) Starting over can be hard. Are we tired? Along with faith
and charity, hope is accorded a central place in Christian life.

Hope speaks to us of a thirst, an aspiration, a longing for a life of
fulfillment, a desire to achieve great things, things that fill our heart and
lift our spirit to lofty realities. Hope can open us up to grand ideals that
make life more beautiful and worthwhile," (Fratelli Tutti, 55). Don't the
coming days of Christmas, so focused on Jesus' birth, announce a new
birth of hope in our world?

Christmas affirms emphatically that God is not distant. Instead, God is
near and involved with our actual lives. This point should not be
overlooked when considering the relevance of hope in Advent. People
need courage when they are under duress or suffering. Advent is a
reminder that God is not distant and does not abandon people.
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Fear has a way of paralyzing people. It is important to avoid the paralysis
of the living dead, whereby a fear of making mistakes leads to forgetting
that if mistakes are made you can always get up and start over, for no
one has the right to rob you of hope. Naturally, not all fear is negative.
Healthy fear steers us away from clear sources of harm. From the
youngest age children learn not to stick their fingers into a flame for fear
of the pain and damage fire can cause. But if there is much to fear in the
world, there also is much to be gained by venturing forward with courage.
What is needed, instead, is closeness. The pope insisted: Isolation, no;
closeness, yes". He encourages people to venture forward together with
others.
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The pope wrote in 2013 in The Joy of the Gospel, his very first apostolic
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exhortation.
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